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Paragraph 5.4.3. Implementation of relief work in drought affected areas:-

During 2004 general elections, the Election Commission approved the following
modalities of implementing relief work in areas which have been declare as "drought
affected” (Annexure VIII)

(1) The drought relief works by way of immediate relief measures to be taken up by the
State Governments shall only be in the areas which have been declared as " drought
affected” within the parameters laid down under the guidelines for managing of
Calamity Relief Fund by the Central Government. No new areas are to be added to the
existing list of such ""drought affected™ areas after the announcement of elections on
February 29th, 2004. Addition of any additional area/village will only be subject to
obtaining prior concurrence of the Commission after following the due procedure laid
down for seeking assistance under the Calamity Relief Fund/National Relief Fund laid
down by the Government of India for operation of such funds.

(i) To provide immediate relief in the areas declared as drought affected, the
Commission has provisionally approved the following measures :-

(a) Provision of drinking water by way of water tankers

(b) Digging of bore-wells as well as dug-wells in scarcity areas on account of
drying of the existing bore-wells/dug -wells.

(c) Provision of rice/wheat at prescribed rates for distribution among the destitute
without support and who can not go for work as per mechanism already
prescribed in the Calamity Relief Fund Scheme.

(d) Provision of fodder for cattle

(e) New works on wage employment (Food for work etc) where such existing
works have been completed

(iii) No Minister of the Government or a political functionary will be associated in the

management of the drought relief operations in any capacity, supervisory or otherwise.

(iv) The entire relief operation would be taken up by the Division, District and
Taluka/sub-District Administration without involving elected representative and /or
non-officials at any level
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